Mahatma Gandhi said that modern western civilization
represented forces of "evil and darkness" whereas the "an-
cient, i. e. Indian" civilization represented "in its essence
divine force", The former was chiefly "materialistic" as
"ours" is chiefly spiritual "Modem civilization occupies
itself with the investigation of the laws of matter, and em-
ploys human ingenuity in inventing or discovering means of
production and weapons of destruction; ours is chiefly
occupied in exploring spiritual laws."1 Sir Radhakrishnan
said that Eastern culture was "spiritual "while the Western
was "intellectual", and the two were complementary.2 "The
Chinese and the Hindu civilizations are not great in the high
qualities which have made the youthful nations of the West
the dynamic forces they have been on the arena of world
history, the qualities of ambition and adventure, of nobility
and courage, of public spirit and social enthusiasm *.. While
the Western races crave for freedom even at the price of
conflict, the Eastern cling to peace even at the risk of sub-
jection -----The qualities associated with the Eastern cul-
tures make for life and stability; those characteristic of the
west for progress and adventure."3 To Kunhi Kanan the
most fundamental difference between the two civilizations
lay in the fact that the governing principle in the West was
Right, while it was Duty in the East. They were not mutu-
ally exclusive in either but the difference lay in the empha-
sis.4 Further, "the civilization of the East has always been
" rural" while that of the west was "urban." If there is any
single idea "said Roy, "that can adequately represent India,
it is mysticism."6
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